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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

In recent weeks, there is a concern for many when addressing God as
Mother. According to the Book of Forms 111 that “As the executive of the
presbytery, the minister is responsible for the conduct and content of public
worship and for the supply of the pulpit.” It is my responsibility and
privilege to give our church my understanding and ruling of this term
“Mother God”.

IS “MOTHER-GOD” BIBLICAL?

God 1s a spirit and does not possess human physical features or limitations.
John 4:24 states, “God is a spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit
and in truth.” God does not have a body and therefore does not have
gender 1n the technical sense. When address God the Father is not to say
God 1s male for God is neither male nor female.

God’s true nature needs to be understood. God is a Person, obviously,
because God exhibits all the characteristics of personhood: God has a
mind, a will, an intellect, and emotions. God communicates and He has
relationships, and God’s personal actions are evidenced throughout
Scripture.

Sometimes figurative language is used in Scripture assigns human
characteristics to God in order to make it possible for humanity to
understand God. While God is not a man, yet He always chose a masculine
form to reveal Himself to us.

Scripture contains approximately 170 references to God as the “Father.”
By necessity, one cannot be a father unless one is male. If God had chosen
to be revealed to humanity in a female form, then the word “mother”
would have occurred in these places, not (just) “father.” In the Old and
New Testaments, masculine pronouns are used over and over again in
reference to God.

Jesus Christ referred to God as the Father many times and in other cases
used masculine pronouns in reference to God. In the Gospels alone, Christ
uses the term “Father” in direct reference to God nearly 160 times.



The creation narrative says, “26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind
in our image, according to our likeness; ...” 27 So God created humankind
in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he
created them.” (NRSVA) When we are told that human beings are made in
the image of God, it refers that we are made according to His intellectual,
moral and social qualities and not His physical likeness as God is a Spirit.

Certainly, the Bible uses feminine characteristics to describe the tenderness
and loving nature of God. Again, it 1s not to say God is a woman or
mother.

According to Living Faith (A Statement of Christian Belief prepared and
adopted in our denomination), section 1.5 which states:

Therefore, with the one church universal
we believe in one God, eternal Trinity,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

three in one,

one in three,

equal in power and glory.

God is the Father to whom we come,

the Son through whom we come,

the Spirit by whom we come.

This is confessional doctrine of our church which should be safe guarded
and upheld.

The question then is if God does not have literal gender, why does it matter
if He 1s called Father or Mother? In brief, because God the Father is a
biblical term (e.g. 1 Thessalonians 1:1 — “Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To
the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ: Grace to you and peace.”) and calling God mother is not, which this
name was never addressed by the Son of God, Jesus Christ, to His Father.



